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Abstract A new host plant, Paederia scandens (Rubiaceae) is recorded for Nokona rubra Arita 
and Tosevski, 1992 from Okinawa-jima I., the Rhykyus. P. scandens is well-known as a host 
plant for N. pernix in Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu. 
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Nokona rubra Arita and Tosevski, 1992 was recently described from three specimens 
(one male and two females) taken with net on Amami-Ohshima and Okinawa-jima 
Islands, the Ryukyus, Japan, without any record of host plant (Tosevski and Arita, 1992 ; 
Arita, 1994). 


During our collecting trip to Okinawa-jima Island in July 1994, we found a few damages 
of the stems and vines of Paederia scandens (Rubiaceae) injured by Sesiidae, similar to 
Nokona pernix (Leech, 1889). A little bit later, in the beginning of September, this time 
on Amami-Ohshima Island, we observed numerous young larvae on the same host plant, 
but having no chance to breed such young instars of clearwing moths, we did not collect 
any. 


In the beginning of January 1995, Mr M. Kimura sent us several stems of P. scandens 
with clearly visible galls deriving from Okinawa-jima Island. Inside these galls, we 
found a few medium-sized larvae of Sesiidae. After keeping them in the laboratory at 
a temperature about 28°C, two females of Nokona rubra successfully emerged. 


Thus, Paederia scandens (Rubiaceae) is the host plant both of Nokona rubra and of N. 
pernix. Larval biology of the second species is well-known (Yano, 1961; Arita et al., 
1994). At the present time, we can cite that the larval biology of N. rubra is very similar 
to that of N. pernix in many details (Shape of larval gall, very short larval gallery, 
pupation taking place in a very tough, black cocoon), but it differs clearly in that the 
larva of N. rubra hibernates in a larval gallery (in a tough cocoon in N. pernix) and 
constructs such a tough cocoon only in spring. 


Material examined. 1. (holotype), Japan, Ryukyu Is, Amami-Ohshima I., Ukenson, 
Akatsuchiyama, 14. VI. 1978, Y. Arita leg. (collection of the senior author (MUT)); 1 #, 
Japan, Ryukyu Is, Okinawa-jima I., Shuri, 18. VI. 1970, M. Kinjo leg. (MUT); 2 £, 
Japan, Ryukyu Is, Okinawa-jima I., Naha-shi, Tomari, 30. XI. 1994, ex L, M. Kimura 
leg., host plant: Paederia scandens (Rubiaceae), moth emerged 23. IV. and 5. VI. 1995 
(MUT). 
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Fig. 1. Freshly emerged female of Nokona rubra Arita and Tosevski, 1992. 
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iF O H 


¥ AADAYS Nokona rubra Arita and Tosevski, 1992 (WH, AYS FEH ORELI 
BERORI (AH =- Oleg G. Gorbunov) 








1994 ¥ 7 ACHETA Hyng ORME okr, 72A (Rubiaceae ONZ Y HR 
3 (Paederia scandens) OY VICAR YNARORMOMERODORHATA kao. ORO 
HERODA tT bh AA LYN Nokona pernix (Leech, 1889) CEAL Tike OT, 
EXIST AAD VINN: rubra Arita and Tosevski, 1992 CH4 LLZ. AO Alize dbRBBAB 
CdS OMOEA ok ALA RAO TED, MBAS We MORAL HE 1995 
E1 Ac ABBR ZEFED -ARATIENK EG KO HOA DTV ARIORT BK CHOSOWMABLE LIS, 
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PROBOUT AAAYNB27,4A BALC6AS ACD EL. WEE U THER ST RADY 
ARB BH OHROM PIES DS, ERT AYY NTARE OT LT, FHARYNTC 
SARE Fo. 
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